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The good fishing starts when a river imposes itself on the angler.

Desert Fly Casters Supports 
BARBLESS HOOKS
 CATCH & RELEASE

FLY FISHERS
INTERNATIONAL

NOVEMBER
Wednesday, 

November 11, 2020
Chit-Chat & Dinner: 6:00

Meeting/Guest Speaker: 7:00

  Elks Lodge
   1775 West Chandler Blvd.

Chandler, Arizona 85224
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THIS MONTH
THIS MONTH

Greeting fellow Trout Bums,
Another month has flown by and the weather is cooling off. There was 
a little snow in the mountains this week. Lets hope this continues, we 
can use a big snow pack and slow melt off next spring to fill the lakes 
and rivers.

A couple of changes to the board to announce. I want to welcome 
Rod Buchanan to the board. He will be taking over as membership chair. 
Brian Foss will be taking over Programs for Mike Faulkinbury. From my-
self, the DFC board and the membership a big thank you to Mike Faulkin-
bury for all his hard work while serving as program chair.

In this challenging time Brian has his work cut out. Brian is off to a 
great start. December we will have a Zoom meeting with world famous 
and all around great guy Jeff Currier. Stayed tuned for more details.

I want to wish all the DFC Trout Bums, our families and friends a most Happy Thanksgiving.
Until the next meeting. 
Tight Lines, 
Frank Schettino
...bada-bing-bada-boom

DFC CLUB BEAT
Keep our Arizona Out-of-Doors Clean....page 2

Exploring The East Verde River- Jim Strogen •  • page 3

Clean-up and Fishing at Willow Springs Lake
Would you like to catch some rainbow and tiger trout?  See page 9

Joe Miller- Conservation updates • page 8

The Path to Wisdom  • page 6
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To advance the sport of fly 
fishing in Arizona through 
education, conservation 
and community outreach 
efforts by: 
• Providing Education 
classes and clinics on fly 
fishing, fly casting, fly 
tying, rod  building and 
other associated skills

• Committing to conserve, 
restore, and enhance local 
and regional fisheries

• Making fishing 
approachable, enjoyable 
and safe in family friendly 
environment

• Promoting responsible 
angling practices

Bob McKeon, 
DFC Newsletter Editor, Graphic Guru, 
Head Wrangler of Stuff,  Certified 
Lawn Tosser of Old Rods an' things.   
Questions/Comments? 
Catch me at: 
rmckeon2@cox.net

Editor's Notes an' Ramblings...
This month is falling together fast as I put the finishing touches on 
our news letter. One item comes as a surprise with a new column 
and a flair for knowledge, and bits regarding our silent sport of fly 
fishing. "The Path to Wisdom" will make its debut with a quirky 
old timer I met a few years back, I.B. Wisdom. There’s more to I.B. 
Wisdom and I have to admit he’s got some good material he’ll 
discuss with us as time goes on, but that’s another story. I’m glad 
he’s helping with this newsletter.

Brian Foss, The (new) Program Guy tells me there won’t be a Club 
ZOOM meeting this month. Guess he wanted all of us to take time 
for ourselves and give thoughts to Thanksgiving. Brian has plans 
for a December ZOOM Club meeting with Jeff Courier. Jeff is one 
of our popular regulars. More information will be in the December 
newsletter.

Tom Horvath has a lost/found item belonging to someone of our 
Trout Bums from the Saturday, October 3rd Carp Instructions Day  
Please contact Tom at: 
mhorvath@reddenconstruction.com or- (602) 768-7280 

Take care of yourselves.
Stay safe. Travel well.



A good number of DFC Trout Bums 
got “Down and Dirty” last Sa-
turday October 24th at Woods 
Canyon Lake on the Rim.  They 
joined members of TU and mem-
bers of several other Fly Fis-
hing Clubs in a Combo CLEAN 
UP & Fishing Event around the 
lake.  TU provided empty trash 
bags, Grabbers and Gloves and 
the volunteers filled the back 
of a pickup truck with the 
“Harvest”!  There was a LOT of 
abandoned Fishing Line, Power-
Bait Containers, etc, etc.  See 
the Pix!
After the Clean Up, several 

Trout Bums stayed to try fis-
hing for cruising Trout from 
the shoreline, and even though 
there were a surprising number 
of bait fishermen around, Trout 
Bum Rod Buchanan did especially 
well  with nice rainbows on a 
combo of a Stimulator Dry and 
Zebra Midge dropper. 
Tigers weren’t working yet, it 

was still warm, but now that 
Temps have really dropped, they 
should be very active for the 
next Clean Up on Willow Springs 
on November 7th.

See  Clean-Up 
Willow Springs Lake... page 9 
November 7, 2020

keeping our 
arizona 
out-of-doors
clean

...notes from Joe Miller's journal
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This has been an unusual summer in so many ways, but I will keep to 
the fishing aspect of that statement. In past summers, I have spread my 
fishing around to Tonto Creek, Upper Christopher, Horton Creek, Upper 
East Verde River, East Verde River, Upper and Lower Canyon Creek. This 
year, I spent over 95% of my stream time on the East Verde River.

The reason for that was two-fold. As many of you know, the East Verde 
River has been a blast this year with Gila trout and great flows all summer. 
For no clear reason to me, SRP continues to release a large volume of 
water out of Cragin Reservoir into the East Verde. That has created essen-
tially a tailwater fishery all summer. Rumor is that the releases will cease 
in December. It is perplexing to me with the minimal snow last winter and 
no significant rain this summer that the flows have continued as strong 
as they have all summer. We need a good snow to be sure the reservoir is 
full for next year, and allow for a release hopefully when these remaining 
Gilas might decide to spawn in the East Verde in the spring. 

The other creeks in Rim Country are much more dependent on snow-
melt seeping through the Rim to the springs at their headwaters. That 
has reduced them to really skinny water this summer. Minimal flows make 
them harder to fish, and from my perspective put the fish under more 
stress that I would rather not contribute to by catching and releasing 
them. 

While I usually spend a lot of time on Tonto Creek in the fall and win-
ter when the flows are good, I haven’t explored the East Verde nearly as 
much. This year seems the perfect chance to do just that. 

AZGFD has noticed at least in their preliminary look, that the Gilas 
seem to be traveling more than the rainbows that they have studied in 
the river in the past. That has been my observation as well. I am finding 
Gilas great distances from the stocking points. 

This was helped by the Canyon Creek Hatchery 
staff. At several locations I saw them carrying buc-
kets quite a ways up and down the creek and sprea-
ding the fish out.

I have promised myself for years that I would exp-
lore sections of the East Verde like I have done on 
Tonto. This year is the year. With Gilas that have tra-
veled great distances from their stocking points, I’ve 
had success for the extra work. 

The stretch from 3rd Crossing down to 2nd Cros-
sing is a real treasure. It has sections of grass clumps 
that create great pocket water through runs, and has 
some interesting pools that are just stunning. I know 
that this stretch will become a favorite of mine. 

In a normal year, it would be great to do with two 
cars and a buddy taking turns on pools and runs. Ins-
tead, I covered the section in two days. I first worked 
down quite a ways from 3rd Crossing and caught five 
or six fish before heading back to my car at the 3rd 
Crossing parking lot. 

Then I worked upstream from 2nd Crossing to 
where I stopped fishing during my 3rd Crossing leg. 
Again, I caught six or seven fish and missed several 
more. I was worried about the potential ruggedness 
of the area, but there is a well worn path that is easy 
to access. 

DFC- Exploring the East Verde RiverDFC- Exploring the East Verde River by
Jim Strogen

Some pretty water between 2nd and 3rd Cros-

Photos by Jim Strogen
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The dispersed campers that you see 
as you drive between 2nd and 3rd Cros-
sing are no doubt the users of this trail. A 
pleasant surprise is that it was amazingly 
trash-free. 

I have also worked well downstream 
of 1st Crossing, and now that the hordes 
have left, I have ventured a fair distance 
upstream from the Water Wheel parking 
area. The is another beautiful section of 
the East Verde River. 

The latest stretch that I explored was 
from Water Wheel down to 1st Crossing. 
Again, this was accomplished on two 
different days as I hit the top two thirds 
on one day from the Water Wheel parking 
lot, and the bottom third hiking upstream 
from the 1st Crossing parking lot. 

The section yielded several fish too. It 
has quite a bit of variety in the water, but 
is pretty thickly wooded. There are some 
big pools with cut banks that are worth a 
try, grass humps, and even some places 
where the stream has split and offered 
some great runs through shaded sections 
of the creek.
 The leaves are turning along the 
river and already starting to fall. The is a 
great time to get out and catch some Gi-
las in stretches of the East Verde River that 
you haven’t fished before. 

Jim Strogen, Writer/Columnist - Life on the Fly - Payson Roundup Newspaper   •  Catch Jim at: jimstrog@gmail.com  

This hole is about 600 yards above the Water Wheel parking lot

East Verde River between 2nd and 3rd Crossing.

 About  700 yards above Water Wheel parking lot.
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Much has been written about the need for exact imitations when fishing over 
selective trout. Everybody knows that if you don’t have a precise Size 16 Pale 
Moon-Winged No Hackle when Paraleptophlebia hafelgenius are hatching, you 
might as well sit on the bank and take a snooze. It’s not always true. You can do a 
lot with the patterns you have. What you need when trout are selective is a more 
exact silhouette of the natural insect. Clipping off the bottom of the caddis or 
mayfly dressings you always carry will lower the body of the fly into the surface 
film. The fly not only looks more natural to the trout but also has the appearance 
of being in trouble on the water. And an insect, or its imitation, that is in trouble on 
the water is more likely to get in trouble with trout.

SELECTIVE SITUATIONS

Useful information from the mind of I. B. WISDOM...Noted chronicler of sorts
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If you rip a hole in a fishing net, there are actually fewer holes 
in it than there were before.
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Cooler Weather! Better Fishing! More Conservation $$, Actions 
and Opportunities! Lots Going On!!!
Black River Forest Restoration Project Environmental Assessment (EA)
The Springerville and Alpine Ranger Districts of the Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests, 
has completed the draft environmental assessment (EA) for the Black River Restoration 
Project (Approx 94,000 acres, Just to the south and West of Big Lake) and is providing 
a 30- day comment period on this project and the draft EA. This draft EA analyzes ac-
tion alternatives designed with stakeholder input for the purpose of restoring forest re-
siliency and ecosystem function through actions focused on restoring forest structure, 
reintroducing fire to the ecosystem, and improving the condition of riparian areas and 
streams along with associated aquatics habitat. The draft EA, and an in-depth set of 
associated documents including maps, scoping materials, and more, can be found and 
viewed or downloaded at:            
https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=52740.

We’ve been working on this Forest, Stream and Water Resources Restoration Project, to-
gether with AZGFD, several agencies, several NGO’s, and many others for several years 
now.   It will include stream restoration work on the West Fork Black River Drainage for 
Apache Trout, and other streams holding either Apache Trout or Browns, and/or Rain-
bows.  We will be submitting Comments as requested below for the Desert Fly Casters, as 
will other Fly Fishing Clubs and TU groups.  Individuals are also encouraged to submit 
comments.  We suggest Individual Comments mention:  1) Stream & Aquatics Resource 
Plans look good, but should fully involve willing partners in both detailed planning and 
execution.  2) USFS should provide for Exclusion and Removal of Feral Horses now causing 
severe & extensive damage on the Upper Drainages of the watersheds in the area. 3) Ease 
of access through Fences and Exclosure protecting water resources should be provided.  
4) The Economic Value of Recreational Fishing & other outdoor recreation should be more 
clearly recognized in the document. 

The official comment period for this project ends on Nov 5th, 2020.  Written comments 
may be provided by mail, email, fax, and must include: 1) Your name, address, and email 2) 
The title of the proposed project on which you are commenting. 3) Specific facts or com-
ments along with supporting reasons that you believe should be considered in reaching 
a decision. 4) Your signature as an individual commenter or as a representative of an or-
ganization.

Mailed comments should be sent to: The Springerville Ranger District, PO Box 760, 30 S. 
Chiricahua Dr., Springerville, AZ 85938. Send e-mail comments to: comments-southwes-
tern-apachesitgreaves@usda.gov.   Questions?  Contact me, Joe Miller, at jamiller101@
gmail.com if you need more  help.

Lees Ferry  
NO Fall High Flow Event (HFE) on Lees Ferry this Fall!   There is a Possibility of a Spring 
High Flow if sufficient sediment from Paria River Occurs, and Recreational Fishing Reps 
on GCDAMP Program have been working for a Spring Experimental Flow to coincide with 
some scheduled dam repairs.  More will be reported.  

Woods Canyon Lake Clean UP
Thanks DFC Members for big help at Woods Canyon Lake Clean Up - Fishing Opportu-
nity!!! Fishing Line & Trash was collected,  Rainbows were caught!  See separate Photo 
Article in this Newsletter.   And an Additional Clean Up coming on Willow Springs Lake, 
Saturday, November 7th at 9:00 am, at Boat Ramp, 

DFC Conservation Funding:  Thanks to All for Contributions!
DFC Trout Bums added $395 to the $1900 already provided by the Club for our FY 2019 
Conservation Donations. The White Mountain Lakes Foundation and the AZGFD Canyon 
Creek Hatchery Gila Trout Program received those funds, and they’re already being put to 
good use!!!!   Well Done DFC Trout Bums, and Thanks!!!!

Desert Fly Desert Fly 
CastersCasters
Conservation Conservation 
CornerCorner 
JOE MILLER
DFC Conservation Chairman

NOVEMBERNOVEMBER
20202020

Questions?
Catch me, Joe Miller at:
jamiller101@gmail.com

Well done
DFC

Trout Bums!
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Would you like to catch some rainbow and tiger trout at 
 Willow Springs Lake, and clean up the lake at the same time? 

Willow Springs Lake on November 7th 
The meeting place for both events is the boat ramp at 9 am. 

This outdoor activity will allow us to maintain our social distance while cleaning up the shore and doing some fis-
hing. If you feel more comfortable wearing a mask, please do so. We will have trash bags on hand, and if you have a 
trash grabber it might help with the bait containers, and other trash along the lake. 

Please bring your own lunch, snacks, and drinks for the day. We will clean up first, and then fish afterwards.
 
You do not have to be a TU member to join in the work and fishing for the day. I am hoping that Desert Flycasters’ 
Club members will be at both events. Payson Flycasters’ Club members will be on hand if you have never fished these 
lakes to offer advice. I imagine some folks will plan to fish from shore, while others will want to get out on the lake 
after the clean-up in a float tube. The lake is low enough that you can fish from shore, but waders will give you a bit 
more clearance from the trees (an advatage on Woods Canyon Lake). I hope that you will be able to attend.

Please RSVP to join us at:
Willow Springs Lake Clean-up on November 7th at 9am by the boat ramp:

 https://www.eventbrite.com/e/120577770357

Clean-up and Fishing at Willow Springs LakeClean-up and Fishing at Willow Springs Lake
Jim Strogen
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DATES TO KEEP IN MIND...2020

A reminder notice for our Wednesday, December 9, 2020 DFC Club Meeting
will be e-mailed to membership prior to meeting.

NOTE:NOTE:

HAPPY THANKSGIVING
from our DFC Board of Directors

See you at the December Club Meeting
December 9, 2020

Having plans sounds like a good idea until 
you have to put on clothes and leave the house.

We can all agree that in 2015 not a single person got the answer correct to, 
“Where do you see yourself 5 years from now?”

Don’t be worried about your smartphone or TV spying on you.  
Your vacuum cleaner has been collecting dirt on you for years.

Thanx to our Trout Bum buddy, Jay Figley for the above bits of humor:}


